
SSWH7 Analyze European medieval society with regard to culture, politics, society, and economics.  

a. Explain the manorial system and feudal relationships, include: the status of peasants and feudal 

monarchies and the importance of Charlemagne.  

b. Explain the political impact of Christianity and the role of the church in medieval society.    

c. Describe how increasing trade led to the growth of towns and cities, include: the impact of the Bubonic 

Plague.  

d. Describe the causes and impact of the Crusades on the Islamic World and Europe.  

  

This is a big section—we will probably have two quizzes and a test on Europe during the Middle Ages 

Textbook pages 366-429; Workbook pages 136-159 

You will have to keep some notes separate  guide but you will also be able to fill in some questions on this study guide 

 

MEDIEVAL EUROPE 

1. Impact of decline of Roman empire: 

Disruption of trade  

Decline of cities  

Shifting population  

Decline of learning  

Loss of common language  

Changing concept of 
government 

 

 

2. The new society to emerge in Europe after the fall of Rome would be based upon which three concepts? 

3. ID: monasteries, convents, secular, Franks, Charles Martel, Battle of Tours, Pepin the Short, Charlemagne, 

Lothair, Charles the Bald, Louis the German, Treaty of Verdun  

4. MAP 372—answer questions 

5. Map 375--answer questions 

6. ID: Vikings, Magyars and Muslim invaders.  What would be the impact of all the invasions on Europe? 

7. ID: feudal, lord, fief, vassal, knights, serfs, manor self-sufficient.  Be able to describe in writing life on a manorial 

estate and the interaction of all who lived there 

 

8. Create a social class structure for the feudal period (page 379) 

 

 

                    8.5 list as many titles for nobility that you can 

 

 

 

 

 

9. On a separate sheet of paper draw a medieval manor—page 380 

10. What is chivalry? 

11. Detail the changes and advancements that are taking place in warfare during this time period. 

 



 

12. How did the Church become so powerful at the onset of the medieval period? 

13. What was the basic hierarchy of the Church? 

14. ID: clergy, sacraments, canon law, excommunication, Otto I, Holy Roman Empire, Holy Roman Emperor, lay 

investiture, Canossa, Concordat of Worms 

15. MAP 395—answer questions 

16. Which three issues bothered early Church reformers? 

17. ID: Curia, tithe, friar, Dominicans, Franciscans  

18. Compare and contrast Romanesque and Gothic styles of architecture 

19. ID: Urban II, Crusade, Holy Land, Holy City, Saladin, Richard the Lion-Hearted, Children’s Crusade 

20. Goals of the Crusades: 

 
 
religious 

 

 
 
political 

 

 
 
economic 

 

 
 
social 

 

 

21. *** What were some important effects of the Crusades on Europe? 

22. ID: three field system, guild, levels of the guild: apprentice, journeyman, master—know their roles; Commercial 

Revolution, burghers, vernacular, Thomas Aquinas, scholastics 

23.  Recreate the chart on page 412 for Commercial revolution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24. Why did towns become so important in medieval Europe?  Read through description of town conditions on 

pages 412-413 

25. **** Be able to describe the origins, causes, effects and impact of the Black Death; 424-425**** 


